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Beijing Government chooses Catalonia to 
create the first Centre of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine outside Asia 
 
 

 The Catalan Government has signed an agreement with the 
Government of Beijing to promote the creation of this centre in 
Catalonia, which will be a point of reference in all Europe. 
 

 The agreement includes the creation of an official Master in traditional 
Chinese medicine and the promotion of new research lines in this 
area with the participation of traditional Chinese medicine doctors 
and researchers from IDIBAPS (the August Pi i Sunyer Biomedical 
Research Institute). 

 

 Furthermore, a centre of cultural exchange will be set up as well as an 
institute for assistance and support in the recognition and use of 
herbs used in traditional Chinese medicine in Catalonia. 

 

 This agreement is the result of two years of work and conversations 
between the both Governments. 

 

Barcelona, February 2, 2016.- The Catalan Government has signed an agreement 
with a consortium led by the Government of Beijing to promote the creation in 
Catalonia of a Centre of Traditional Chinese Medicine, the first of its kind outside 
Asia. This project will place Catalonia on the map within Europe in this branch of 
medicine and contemplates initiatives in five areas: higher education, research, 
health, culture and regulation. 

The agreement has been signed by the Minister for Business and Knowledge, 
Jordi Baiget, with representatives from the Government of Beijing, hospitals, 
universities, research centres and Chinese companies that all form part of the 
consortium. This project is being driven forward by the Ministry for Business and 
Knowledge, via Catalonia Trade & Investment, and the Secretariat for Universities 
and Research. 

On the one hand, the project contemplates the launching of an official Master’s 
Programme for doctors interested in this brand of medicine, which will be given in 
collaboration between two Catalan universities, The University of Barcelona (UB) 
and the Pompeu Fabra University (UPF) and also Peking’s University of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine, which will mean more international students coming 
to further their studies in Catalonia. 
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The promotion of traditional Chinese medicine in the fields of higher education will 
be complemented by the creation of new research areas related to this field, 
which will be conducted at the IDIBAPS research center. The aim is to apply 
Western scientific knowledge to validate the principles and applications of 
traditional Chinese medicine. This is a new ecosystem that will be completed with 
the creation of a cultural center that will inform and disseminate this branch of 
ancient medicine, as well as the creation an institute for assistance and support in 
recognizing and using herbs used in traditional Chinese medicine in Catalonia. 

To find the most suitable location for the centre, a delegation of the the Chinese 
consortium will be provisionally based in the offices of Catalonia Trade & 
Investment in Barcelona. 

About Catalonia Trade & Investment 
Catalonia Trade & Investment is the public agency that works to attract foreign 
direct investment to Barcelona and Catalonia, promoting the area as an attractive, 
innovative and competitive business location. In the last 30 years, the agency’s 
track record includes 5,000 investment projects managed, €8.1 billion attracted in 
inward investment and 40,000 jobs created. Catalonia Trade & Investment 
operates from 36 offices around the world.  
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